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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to the last few days of the 2019-2020 school year! It is hard to believe 

the twists and turns that this school year has taken.  Who would have guessed 

in September that we would be teaching and learning remotely for more than 

60 days or 1/3 of our school year?  It goes without saying that this has been an 

unusual time for everyone, but I am proud of how students, families and staff 

have managed to stay connected and support one another so that students 

could maintain all the growth and gains they had made up through March.   

Typically in the June Newsletter, I take the opportunity to thank our numerous 

volunteers who have assisted staff and students throughout the school year.  

This year, EVERY parent/guardian has had to step up and give their time to 

support education at home.  It hasn’t been easy for anyone, but boy do we 

appreciate you now more than ever!  I regret that we won’t be able to show our 

appreciation with our annual volunteer reception, but I hope that you know 

how valuable your time and support is to all the children at EES. Every 

volunteer effort, whether it has been in person during school or at home during 

this closure, contributes to our sense of school community and helps to shape 

the positive climate of our school.  Thank you! 

One of our most essential volunteer groups is our school PTO. Throughout the 

school year, our PTO has provided many opportunities for our students to 

experience cultural and educational events. I would like to thank Amy Murphy, 

for the enthusiasm she offers as the leader of the PTO, and all the regular 

members of the PTO for helping to make EES a better place for students and 

staff.  Our Auction Committee is another parent group that regularly provides 

a tremendous service to our students and families.  Their time and dedication 

to planning and running the annual Goods and Services Auction enables every 

eighth grade student to attend the annual class trip to Washington, D.C. free of 

charge.  Thanks to Jen Larkin and the regular members of the Auction 

Committee for your commitment to our students!  If you are interested in 

getting involved in either of these parent groups please email 

pto@eastfordct.org or auction@eastfordct.org for more information.  Both 

groups welcome new members!  

June 

2020 
Shaping Futures 

Together 

mailto:pto@eastfordct.org
mailto:auction@eastfordct.org
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I especially would like to thank the members of the Congregational Church of 

Eastford and the Eastford Baptist Church for their support and volunteer 

efforts over the course of the school year.  Many of our after school activities 

such as Board Games, Rocketry, and various arts and crafts have been offered 

due to the generosity of their members.  In addition, they also provided 

volunteers who assisted students with homework during our after school 

homework club, enabling us to increase our adult to student ratio during this 

hour. Members of the Church groups also helped with spring cleanup by 

weeding, raking and pruning items in the landscaping around the school 

building and they are providing technical assistance to enable us to hold a 

drive-in style graduation ceremony for our eighth graders that follows State-

issued social distancing recommendations.  These contributions are appreciated 

more than words can express! 

June 12 will be our last official day of school for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Students should continue to engage in the activities and opportunities 

that their teachers are offering until then. On June 10 we will hold a school-
wide Virtual Field Day!  We are excited to modify this annual event and 

bring it to you in a slightly different form than we usually do.  Ms. Samperi has 

included all the details you need later in this newsletter.  She will also be 

sharing information with classroom teachers and with students via their 

Google Classroom accounts.  Teachers will not expect to connect with classes 

via Zoom or have other academic expectations for June 10.  This is a day set 

aside solely for students to participate in the Virtual Field Day events.  While 

students are doing so, teachers will spend the day sharing data and student 

progress with each other so that next years’ teachers can be prepared with 

information on the students they will receive.   

In our best-case scenario, our plan is to reopen school on August 26 for all 

students in PK- grade 8.  The Governor and Commissioner of Education have 

not yet issued guidance on what the reopening of schools will look like.  Right 

now the focus has been on gradually reopening the economy and on summer 

school and summer camps.  Lessons learned from this phased-in approach will 

help guide the requirements for the reopening of schools in the safest way 

possible come August/September.  I realize that families need to get back to 

work and they need to plan for childcare and supervision in the fall.  It is 

frustrating that we don’t have the answers that we need right now to plan as 

we would like to and need to in order to be ready for the next school year.  I am 

hopeful that as the situation in our state and across the country continues to 

improve that we will hear word sooner rather than later.  I promise to pass 

information along to you as soon as we know ourselves so that you can plan for 

your family’s needs.   

For the time being, we will continue to have limited hours that we are open to 

the public.  Our current open hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  The weeks of June 8 and June 15 we will be open to 

the public from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Monday – Friday, with evening hours on 
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Wednesday, June 17 until 6:00 PM.  Please continue to call or email ahead if 

you need to come into the building so we can respect the health and safety of 

you and our staff members.  Masks should be worn if you are not able to 

maintain an appropriate social distance.   

 

We are planning to have families pick up items left at school and/or drop off 

borrowed equipment during the week of June 15.  We will have tables set up 

in the gym with items grouped alphabetically by last name.  We ask that you 

call the school number when you arrive at school to pick up and a staff member 

will bring your items out to your car for you and collect any equipment that 

you have borrowed such as computers and chargers, school instruments, 

library books or classroom books.  We will also give you your child’s end of year 

progress reports and information on summer reading and summer math at 

this time.  We will use the following schedule for pick-up/drop-off: 

 

Students whose last names begin with A-H can pick up/drop off between 

8:00 AM and 4:00 PM on Monday, June 15 and Tuesday, June 16 or between 

10:00 AM and 6:00 PM on Wednesday, June 17.  

 

Students whose last names begin with I-Z can pick up/drop off between  

8:00 AM and 4:00 PM on Thursday, June 18 and Friday, June 19 or between 

10:00 AM and 6:00 PM on Wednesday, June 17.   

 

Last name:  

A-H 

Monday  

8:00 to 4:00 

Tuesday 

8:00 to 

4:00 

Wednesday 

10:00 to 

6:00 

Last name:  

I-Z 

Wednesday 

10:00 to 6:00 

Thursday 

8:00 to 

4:00 

Friday 

8:00 to 4:00 

There will be no official ‘packets’ of work for students to complete this summer, 

but all students are encouraged to participate in the Governor’s Summer Reading 

and Commissioner’s Summer Math Challenges.   Classroom teachers, along with 
Mrs. Boyd and Mrs. Reynolds, will share information about these, as well as 

about online programs that students have used during the school year that they 

will be able to access over the summer to assist in maintaining skills.  Students 
are encouraged to read as much as possible and participate in family 

activities.  Please don’t hesitate to ask your child’s teacher for other 

recommendations to boost and maintain individual skills.  Due to the school 
closure, it is not reasonable to expect students to have mastered all the typical 

grade level standards at the end of this school year.  It is understandable and 

expected that gaps will exist and these gaps will be addressed by teachers when 
schools reopen. The more you can do informally over the summer to keep your 

child engaged in learning new things and staying physically active, the healthier 

and more ready to learn they will be when we return.    
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In mid to late July, you will receive a summer mailing with important 

paperwork and information for next school year.  Included in this mailing will 

be information about paying for next year’s milk during the summer. Please 

keep in mind that if you qualify for the free milk program, the information 

included is confidential and I encourage those of you who qualify to apply.  It 

is very helpful to have as much of the paperwork as possible returned over the 

summer so we can have things in place when the new school year begins.   

The eighth grade graduation will be held on Thursday, June 11 at 7:00 PM 

with a rain date of Friday, June 12 at 7:00 PM. Because of social distancing 

restrictions, the ceremony this year is closed to the public.  Only students 
and immediate family members are invited to attend.  It will be a “drive-

in” style celebration.  Students and families will be asked to stay in their vehicle 

for the duration of the condensed ceremony.  Welcoming and closing remarks, as 

well as the speech from the Class President, will be broadcast through car 

radios.  Awards and diplomas will still be given, but sponsors will not be 

delivering them in person. More information regarding the format and special 

restrictions will be sent to eighth grade students and families.   

At this time, we are planning for school to resume for students on Wednesday, 

August 26, 2020. The school calendar is available on the school’s website at: 

www.eastfordct.org.  Click on the ‘For Parents’ tab and then calendars.   

I would like to extend my thanks once again to the entire Eastford Community 

for your support and involvement in making this a productive school year for 

both students and staff and for your understanding, flexibility, and support in 
accepting the need to suddenly close school in March due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  I look forward to our continued partnership in the future and wish for 

you a safe, healthy and relaxing summer break. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY 

http://www.eastfordct.org/
http://www.janegoodwin.net/2014/08/13/school-in-august/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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PTO News  

Hello from the EES PTO!  

 

We are officially in the last couple of weeks of the school year. While this is not the way 

anyone hoped this school year would end, we are still so proud of everything our students 

have accomplished. One way you can help end the year on a high note is by trying your 

hand at designing a new centerpiece for the school sign located in the front of Eastford 

Elementary School! 

         

This year’s design theme is “Healthy Mind, Healthy Body” Let’s show everyone how 

important it is to care for ourselves, our families and our EES Community. Design a sign 

that shows what healthy mind, healthy body means to you at EES.  

 

The deadline for all designs will be Wednesday, June 3, 2020. Student voting will be done 

through google forms and sign unveiling will be when school reopens.  

 

PRIZES: 

1st Place: Winning design on the sign for a year! 

$25 Amazon gift card! 

2nd & 3rd Place : Surprise Prize Packs! 

         

ENTRY RULES: 

 

1. You may only use the official entry paper which is available at EES.  

Please call the school (860-974-1130) to arrange for an alternate pickup if you cannot 

come during open hours T, W, Th 8:00-3:00. 

2. Fill out the entry form on the opposite side of this sheet and attach it to your 

drawing. 

3. Please use markers (pencils & pens do not replicate well). 

4. Your drawing must stay within the oval. 

5. Use color!  Colored designs work better! 

6. Submit your entry to the school by the due date, June 3, 2020. 

 

We can’t wait to see all of your creative submissions! If you have any questions, please 

email us at pto@eastfordct.org. 
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Enrichment News – Mrs. Lynch 

I hope this June newsletter finds everyone doing well!  As crazy as things have 

been, it is still difficult to believe that the end of this school year is almost here! 

 

In Enrichment, some students have been finishing up their projects for Eastford's 

Heritage Day.  Unfortunately, Heritage Day has been cancelled for this year.  We 

will save these projects so they can be displayed and shared next year. 

 

Students have also been compiling information for a time capsule to document this 

time we have been experiencing.  Although it is a little difficult to comprehend, 

during this pandemic we are living through a unique period in history.  We have 

talked about how easy it may be to remember general ideas about what happened 

as we get older.  However, it may not be so easy to remember smaller details.  This 

time capsule will hopefully help us document the little details of our everyday 

lives. 

 

A box to collect Enrichment work will be placed in the entryway at school by 

Wednesday, June 3rd.  Students are asked to return any completed materials 

there by Wednesday, June 10th. 

 

Best wishes to everyone for a healthy and restful summer! 

 

 
  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

http://patiopair01.wikidot.com/blog:_start/date/2018.11
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Preschool News – Mrs. Kopplin 

What a strange way to finish out our year!  Preschool families have risen to the 

challenge of learning at home through completing activities in the weekly At 

Home Choice Boards, daily story times on Zoom, reading stories on Epic, and 

participating in 

Seesaw 

activities.  

Thank you for 

all of your 

continued 

efforts! 

 

 

 
We have 

explored the life 

cycles of 

butterflies and 

frogs, created 

bird houses and 

bird feeders.   
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We explored music through crafting our own instruments with recycled materials 

and building reading forts! 
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Kindergarten News – Mrs. Bibeault 

Each year the kindergarten class hatches chicks in the classroom. The children 

learn about life cycles, animal habitats, needs for survival, and so much more! This 

year we improvised by setting up the incubators in Mrs. Bibeault’s sewing room! 

We successfully hatched Orpington chickens! 

  

 
 
 

  

 

 
IXL Certificates 

 
Kay 

Madyson 
Victor 

Zoe 
Cason 

Christian 
Trey 

Owen 

 
Lexia Certificates 

 
Christian 

Owen 
Kairi 
Kay 
Trey 
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First Grade News – Mrs. Rhynhart 

Dear First Grade Families: 

 

June brings us the end of our school year but also the beginning of summer and 

the beginning of our state reopening and our lives slowly returning to normal!  The 

end of the school year has been a success because of all of your tremendous efforts 

in keeping your children engaged with learning whether through our daily online 

Zoom meetings, work packet activities, online programs, or through the 

integration of learning with your daily activities. Thank you for all you have done 

with your children! 

You can keep your child's handwriting and math workbooks and any other 

materials from the work packets, but please return any readers you may have at 

home to the first grade bin in the lobby when you are able. Library books can also 

be returned to the library bin in the lobby. The office will be sending information 

about days/times to pick up your child's classroom belongings as well as any school 

technology you may have borrowed during the school closure. I have an optional 

summer activity packet available that includes review activities of first grade 

skills to help maintain your child's skills through the summer. I will have this 

available at the same time you pick up your child's belongings. There is also an 

optional "Step up the Second Grade" section in the math workbook that offers a 

preview of the second grade skill work if you are interested. 

Despite the school closure, it has been a wonderful year with the first graders! 

They are an amazing group of kids and I am so fortunate to have been their 

teacher. I will miss them and I look forward to seeing their smiling faces again 

when we return to school! Have a wonderful summer!  :) Mrs. Rhynhart 

  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-ND 

https://autumnsunshineandgabrielleangel.wordpress.com/2013/01/01/the-twinnies-are-finally-back-and-its-2013/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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Second Grade News – Mrs. Bardsley 

As we end our school year during such unprecedented times, I would like to thank 

families and their children for their unending support and cooperation. 

 

Parents have taken on unexpected challenges. They have created new, structured 

routines, while providing constant encouragement to their children, to attend 

Zoom meetings, practice online skills and always do their best work. They have 

demonstrated to their children what it looks like to successfully face diversity head 

on. 

 

It has been a blessing, that together, we persevered to find our way along to a 

meaningful, educational path. For that, I am grateful to have had the privilege to 

have been on this journey with such positive and supportive families. 

 

During the summer, I hope that all students continue their enthusiastic approach 

towards their online learning. Their progress on Lexia Reading, IXL-Science/ 

Social Studies/Math, along with Reflex Math has been exceptional. 

At this point, above all else, please continue to stay safe as you enjoy a fun and 

relaxing summer. 
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Third Grade News – Mrs. Crocker-Lincoln 

June is here and that means grade three is learning about Eastford history, 

although this year, we are going about it a little differently! Typically, we take a 

walking field trip and a bus tour of the town, but this year we are exploring the 

town virtually. The town website has been of particular help. Students self-

selected, researched, and in some cases visited, various highlights in town such as 

Frog Rock, Boston Turnpike Trail, The General Lyon Inn and General Lyon’s 

grave site just to name a few.  

 

Another grade three tradition involves playing the recorder at the spring concert, 

but we have not let that stop us either. Mr. Tomanelli, our music teacher, joins us 

virtually at Zoom meetings and we sing and play our recorders with him. Many 

thanks to Mr. Tomanelli for keeping music alive in our hearts during this difficult 

time. 

 

I want to thank all the grade three families for being an absolutely amazing 

throughout the entire year. Your commitment to your child’s education and all 

that has come with it this year is a testament to your true spirit and I have 

thoroughly enjoyed working with you. I look forward to the day when I can go to 

school and see my soon to be fourth graders once again in person. There hasn’t 

been a day that has gone by where I haven’t truly missed each of them. I wish you 

a happy, healthy, and fun summer and I look forward to seeing you in the fall. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

http://www.pngall.com/summer-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Fourth Grade News – Ms. Dill 

In May, students continued working through optional and mandatory assignments 

to increase their understanding. Math lessons and activities focused on geometry: 

lines, rays, and angles. In Reading, students read historical fiction and used 

primary sources to deepen their understanding.  

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emmalee used the “Around Town” activity to practice her map making and 

geometric vocabulary. Porter used “Picture-Perfect” net activity to build a cube 

with geometry concepts to draw and label.  

 

Miles used timelines to track personal 

and historical information gathered 

from the historical fiction text he 

selected. 

 

Grade 4 News – Ms. Dill and Mrs. 

Mead 

 

Fourth grade students are invited to 

participate with an exciting summer 

learning opportunity. This project is in 

partnership with the Eastford 

Conservation & Historic Preservation 

Commission. The intention is to get students involved with their community as 

well as promote pollination understanding. 
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Ms. Amanda Manso will provide an overview of the Pollinator Basket Project and 

meet with grade four families via Zoom on Monday, June 8 at 7:00 pm.  

 

 
 

After students plant their own basket, they will work as scientists to observe and 

track pollinators that visit all summer long! 
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Math News – Mrs. Reynolds 

For the last few weeks of this school year in math, we are reviewing concepts and 

skills learned throughout the year using Khan Academy.  This is a fantastic 

resource that provides videos and question sets that cover any math topic you 

could possibly think of.  In an effort to challenge each student individually, not all 

students are getting the same assignments.  Hopefully, this will help each student 

review what they may need to work on the most.  Additionally, each Wednesday 

students have an "either/or" assignment in which they can choose to do the 

assigned Khan Academy lessons, OR they can do a more hands-on interest based 

activity.  So far, these have included a cooking/baking option, a music related 

activity, and a math/magic/card trick choice.  I have enjoyed seeing what the 

students have chosen to do and among my favorites were the videos submitted of 

students and parents or siblings doing TikTok dances!  Thank you to Mr. 

Tomanelli who joined us in a zoom math class to talk about how the Fibonacci 

Sequence influences music.  Stay tuned for our last couple of weeks' "either/or" 

assignments!     

  

As we wind down this school year in a way that has never been done before, it has 

me feeling nostalgic and wishing that I could say "good-bye and happy summer" to 

everyone in person!  While that is not possible, I still do want to wish everyone a 

happy, safe, fun, healthy, and math-filled summer! 

 

~Mrs. Reynolds 

 
 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

https://rampages.us/textset/ib-math-studies/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

This spring we have been very busy exploring and learning about our 

environment.  We’ve raised awareness of being good stewards of the Earth, even if 

we’ve done so across a distance.  Grade 3 students have learned about the Eastern 

Bluebird, and were given the opportunity to construct their own Eastern Bluebird 

birdhouse thanks to volunteers from the DEEP and the Congregational 

Church.  Grade 4 students have learned about the important role of pollinators, 

and will have the opportunity to conduct research this summer by building and 

observing a basket of flowers designed to attract and support pollinators in their 

yards, thanks to volunteers from the Eastford Conservation & Historic 

Preservation Commission. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

                                                  Birdhouse by WW 
 

 

 

All students in grades 3 to 8 received the opportunity to investigate an 

environmental topic of their choice and to publish their new learning in a variety 

of formats.  For example, we began to use Google’s Screencastify Submit feature to 

learn to showcase student projects by narrating over our computer screen or 

through our webcam.   Also, teachers collaborated often this spring, combining 

content when possible, which was often because SCIENCE IS 

EVERYWHERE!  Below are links to student projects (shared with 

permission).  Enjoy this  student-created website, slides with embedded student-

produced pictures and video, a hand-drawn student-project that combines 

elements of Art, Science and Social Studies and an original animated film! 
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Coral Reef Website by PB (webmaster) 

 

Eastern Bluebirds Slides by JL (photographer and author) 

 

Arctic Tundra Slides by MB (artist and author) 

 

Animation by Migman (graphic artist and producer) 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Studies News – Mr. Kernan  

Grades 5-8 

 

Greetings to all families.  I hope you are all safe and healthy.  I know this 

continues to be a trying time, but we are at the end of the school year so hopefully 

we can continue to flatten the curve and soon return to a more normal setting. 

 

In Grade 5, we have been talking about the rise of our early government.  We have 

explored westward expansion and the concept of Manifest Destiny.  We also had 

the pleasure of having Mr. Vaughan and Mr. Tomanelli join us for some insight 

into the music of this time period.  I posted their contributions on my Google 

Classroom.  We also had Mrs. O’Hara join us to breakdown the “Washington 

Crossing the Delaware” portrait.  Thank you everyone for your help! 

 

In Grade 6 and 7, we have been discussing and learning about India and China.  

We had a great month, having Mr. Vaughan teach us about different musical 

instruments from both India and China.  Mr. Tomanelli joined us and shared some 

music from both areas and Ms. Samperi joined us for two classes too.  In the first 

class, we did some Yoga and in the other class we learned how to prepare 

hummus!   

 

In Grade 8, students are exploring the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire and 

preparing their final reports.  We also had Mr. Tomanelli join us to talk about the 

history and rise of jazz and big band music.  It was a fascinating look at social 

history and the influence of varies cultures on our pop culture.  I want to 

congratulate all the grade 8 students on their upcoming graduation.  Good luck on 

all future endeavors! 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/eastfordct.org/coral-reefs/home
https://www.eastfordct.org/cms/lib/CT02204107/Centricity/Domain/68/North%20American%20Bluebird.pdf
https://www.eastfordct.org/cms/lib/CT02204107/Centricity/Domain/68/mbees2201%202022%20-%20Where%20to_.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Nvw42QlCeM
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Library & Media Center – Mrs. Boyd 

       
 

 
 

June is here and that means summer is almost here! Summer, for me, always 

brings to mind something I get pretty excited about - summer reading! Students 

at Eastford Elementary School will be participating in the Governor’s Summer 

Reading Challenge once again this summer. The theme for this summer is 

“Imagine Your Story” and is all about fairy tales, fantasy, and mythology. I have 

separated the students into three groups - Preschool and Kindergarten, incoming 

Grade 1- incoming Grade 4, and middle school (incoming Grade 5-8). Each group 

will be getting more detailed information about their summer reading with their 

report cards at the end of the school year.  

 

Some great ways to keep your child involved with reading this summer are: 

 

*Find books that speak to them. There are many different genres and types of 

books that may appeal to your child, even if he/she is a “non-reader” or claims to 

“not like reading.” Try a graphic novel or find a non-fiction book on a subject they 

are interested in and maybe you can find a fictional book to tie into their interests. 

 

*Utilize your local public (or school) library. A fantastic resource for finding 

books your child may be interested in is the library. Though you may not be able to 

visit in person, many local libraries will be offering curbside pickup where you will 

be able to reserve books and pick them up (check with your library of choice to see 

if this is an option). If you or your child has a library card, you can access a 

number of apps for eBooks and audiobooks. Please see the next page for 

information on free apps that utilize your Connecticut library card. If you need 

assistance navigating these apps, please don’t hesitate to email me and I can guide 

you through them. If you are looking for physical books for your child to read and 

they aren’t available through your local library, you can search the Eastford 

Elementary School library (go to the school website and click on the “Library” tab-

located on the right side; the link to the online catalog is right below my 

information) to see if we have it at the school. If the book is in the library, please 
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email me and I will locate it and check it out to your child. Pick up can be arranged 

on the days that the school will be open.  

 

*Read with your child. Read to them before bed, read them a picture book; if 

they’re old enough, take turns reading pages (you read even pages, your child 

reads odd), start a home book club and you can both read the same book and 

discuss it! 

*Read for at least 20 minutes a day. 

 

*FREE resources for audiobooks and e-books for elementary- middle 

school students: 

 

-Audio books & E-Books through Eastford Public Library (will need to 

download free Overdrive/Libby app and have library 

card):  https://www.overdrive.com 

-Comics & Graphic Novels through library card (will need to download free 

RB Digital app and have library 

card):  https://www.rbdigital.com/service/comicsplus 

-Audiobooks & E-Books through library card, including the new 2021 

Nutmeg Nominees (will need to download free RB Digital app and have library 

card):  https://iconnct.rbdigital.com  

*FREE resource for audiobooks for middle school students: 

-Free audiobooks for teens-(2 audiobooks per week)  (will need to download 

free Sora app and have library card):  https://www.audiobooksync.com 

Look out for more detailed information about summer reading with your 

child’s report card. 

We’d love to see how many students at Eastford Elementary School will 

participate in the Summer Reading Challenge this summer!  

If you have any questions, please contact me at sboyd@eastfordct.org. Have 

a wonderful summer and keep reading! 

 

 

 

  

https://www.overdrive.com/
https://www.rbdigital.com/service/comicsplus
https://iconnct.rbdigital.com/
https://www.audiobooksync.com/
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Art News – Mrs. O’Hara 
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Among other ideas we focused on in May, many projects centered on animals.  

These included preschool insects and frogs, cat drawings to support PAWS Cat 

Shelter in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodstock, and the Animal and Habitat project 

that asked students to think creatively about 

animals, as well as their project’s connection to their science and social studies 

lessons.  I have been impressed with the work students have been sending in, 

whether it be assignments directed by me, or independent work the students have 

shared.  I have also really enjoyed our class discussions together on Zoom.  This 

week (June 4 and June 5) will be our last class meeting together.  Thank you to 

the parents for all of your support in the past few months.  Wishing everyone a 

wonderful summer!  
 

Music Room – Mr. Tomanelli & Mr. Vaughan 

Greetings from the Music Department at Eastford School. 

Thank you for encouraging your children in their studies and more importantly in 

their music.  To date, we have had more than 400 hits on the music website with 

students singing, moving, playing recorder and seeing musical inventions and 

innovators!  Band students have been taking Zoom lessons with Mr. Vaughan and 

progressing magnificently!  Both Mr. Vaughan and Mr. Tomanelli have been able 

to visit Zoom classrooms in grades 3-8 sharing the music of China, India, the 

Revolutionary War era, World War 1 and showing students the connections 

between Math, Science, ELA and music.  We are very proud to be part of a 

community that values education and could not be more grateful for your support.  

Please know we miss seeing your children at school and are excited for next year 

when we will have the chance to start anew and continue to share the joy of music 

with you and your families.    
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

http://desanto.wikidot.com/start-here
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Physical Education – Ms. Samperi 

 
It’s already June and the end of the school year is right around the corner! 

Announcements: 

- A See Saw page for grades PreK-3 has been set up by the special areas 

teachers, and we are so excited to be sharing learning opportunities on 

this online platform.  Many of you are already using See Saw with your 

classroom teachers so you are already familiar with it.   

- Grades 5 - 8 should be receiving all of their announcements and 

information regarding physical education and health (grades 6-8) via 

Google Classroom. 

 

- (VIRTUAL) FIELD DAY!  

o Field Day will take place virtually this year- on June 10.  

o Parents and students will be receiving an email that contains web 

links that will bring you suggestions for Field Day activities that 

can be created and completed at home.  

o We ask each family to submit one photo per child of them 

participating in a virtual field day activity.  These will be compiled 

into a slide show presentation that will be posted and shared on 

the school website.  

o Look for more information and details to come in your email.  

 

Other happenings: 

Health: 

- Grade 6: We have been focusing on the topic of Mental and Emotional 

Heath and are currently learning about healthy ways to manage stress. 

This will be our last unit of the school year. 

- Grade 7: We have been learning about Building Healthy Relationships, 

currently focusing on Family Relationships. 

- Grade 8: We have been concentrating on the unit of Drugs for the past 

couple of weeks, this week focusing on learning about “Types of Drugs 

and Their Effects” and moving onto “How to Stay Drug Free”. 

 

Thank you all for your support so far and for making me feel so welcome to the 

EES Family! Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions, concerns, or 

comments! 

csamperi@eastfordct.org 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing all of your Virtual Field Day photos!  

mailto:csamperi@eastfordct.org
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Pupil Services News – Mrs. Chretien 

Dear Students, Families, and Interested Parties: 

June 2020 is upon us; like no other June that most of 

us have experienced, it brings challenges…and 

opportunity.  Indeed, as we face the COVID-19 

pandemic that has closed our schools and altered our 

lives, we have already learned so much.  Just a few 

months ago, many adults and students did not know 

how many new skills and words they’d learn:  

“ZOOMing in” for class; managing time at home; 

negotiating schedules and family routines while 

parents work from home and students need the 

computer, too.  Many people face serious challenges 

of health, job security, income loss, and the 

emotional toll that we feel when we can’t see our 

family members and friends.   

Please know that the Pupil Services staff has been 

working hard to assure that our students get the 

best services possible under these very different 

conditions. We take our legal and professional 

responsibilities very seriously, and I urge you to 

contact me if you have any questions about services 

and procedures (including any extended school year 

services that some specific children receive). We are 

incorporating federal and state guidance as it 

evolves, and I’ve shared some links at the right that 

you may find helpful. 

 

As challenging as our COVID days are, I firmly 

believe that we—as individuals, as family members, as school community 

members, as citizens--will each continue to grow and learn throughout and that we 

emerge will in some ways stronger, more deliberate, more reflective,  more able to 

appreciate our advantages, and more creative as we find 

solutions to our challenges.  While I cannot provide certain 

information about how this pandemic—and our state’s 

reopening efforts—will unfold, I can share a source of 

inspiration that has guided me for some time. I hope that it 

enriches you. 

 

National Geographic Photographer Dewitt Jones traveled the 

world in search of photos that educated, delighted, and inspired 

so many readers through the years.  Now a motivational speaker, Dewitt explains 

Resources for Families 
Here are some helpful links: 

CT Department of Education, Bureau of 

Special Education:  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-

Education/Bureau-of-Special-Education 

 

Special Section during COVID-19 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/COVI

D-19-Resources-for-Families-and-

Educators 

 

CT Parent Advocacy Center 

http://cpacinc.org/    

338 Main Street, Niantic, CT 06357 

Phone 860-739-3089, Toll Free 800-445-

2722 

Email   cpac@cpacinc.org 

  

CT Governor’s Office with latest 

information about Corona Virus: 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus 

 

National Institutes of Health 

nih.gov 

 
Mrs. Chretien 

mchretien@eastfordct.org  
860-942-2404  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/Bureau-of-Special-Education
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/Bureau-of-Special-Education
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/COVID-19-Resources-for-Families-and-Educators
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/COVID-19-Resources-for-Families-and-Educators
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/COVID-19-Resources-for-Families-and-Educators
http://cpacinc.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus
https://www.nih.gov/
mailto:mchretien@eastfordct.org
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that there are “many right answers” in nature (where anyone can capture a great 

photo or video--not just the first person to get there) and that we should “find the 

extraordinary in the ordinary” and “celebrate what’s right with the world.”  These 

messages are even more important now, and they align with our school efforts to 

persevere through our current circumstances.   I hope that our children further 

develop their love of learning as they have more time to read, draw, and pursue 

their own interests.  I hope that children will learn greater self-help and 

independence as they take care of their rooms, clothing, pets, and toys while their 

parents are busy working from home, cooking, and managing what might be 

smaller family budgets.  I hope that children and adults can find ways to connect 

with others through letters, family Zoom/Skype/Facetime calls to grandparents, or 

simply with greater appreciation and kinder words to those in the household.   

 

To compliment the other efforts at EES for developing our sense of gratitude and 

kindness, perhaps you’d enjoy watching Mr. Jones’s TED talk:  

https://dewittjones.com/pages/tedx-dewitt-jones  In the many years since this photo 

was taken, his words and images have helped me to “focus” my efforts in your 

service. 

 

In closing, I hope you stay safe and well through the summer. Please reach out if 

you need information, services, food, or other materials. Your EES community 

cares, and we can’t wait to be together again:  wiser, stronger, and even more 

dedicated to making each learner—including we adult learners—the best versions 

of ourselves possible having been strengthened by this current challenge.   
     

CHILD FIND:  EVEN THOUGH WE ARE NOT IN SCHOOL, WE ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP 

Contact your school if you have concerns about development of children ages 33 months on up. Screening 
can be conducted at any time during the year.    If you have concerns about children less than 33 months, 

contact Birth-to-Three at  
1-800-505-7000 or visit birth23.org for information and online & printable referral forms. 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

https://dewittjones.com/pages/tedx-dewitt-jones
http://www.hcpl.net/content/june-summer-programs
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

